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(§) Antibiotic carbapenem compounds. 

(57) The present invention relates to carbapenems and provides a compound of the formula (I) 

Co/O- A - coo W 



(I) 




Cos* 



wherein : 

R 1 is i-hydroxyethyi, 1-fluoroethyi or hydroxymethyi ; 
R 2 is hydrogen or Chalky! ; 
R 3 is hydrogen or C^alkyi ; 

A is a 5-membered heteroaryl ring containing one nitrogen atom and up to two additional heteroatoms 
selected from nitrogen, oxygen and sulphur; and is bonded to the nitrogen of the linking carbamoyl 
group by a carbon atom in the ring, is substituted with the carboxy group on a carbon atom in the ring 
and is optionally further substituted on a carbon atom in the ring ; and 
in any ring -NH-, H is optionally replaced by C 1 _ 4 alkyl ; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or in vivo hydrolysable ester thereof. Processes for their 
preparation, intermediates in their preparation, their use as therapeutic agents and pharmaceutical 
compositions containing them are als described. 
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The present invention relates to carbapen ms and in particular to such compounds containing a carboxy 
substituted 5-membered heterocyclic ring. This invention further relates to processes for their preparation, t 
intermediates in their preparation, to th ir use as therapeutic agents and to pharmaceutical compositions con- 
taining them. The compounds of this invention are antibiotics and can b used in the treatment of any diseas 
5 that is conventionally treated with antibiotics for example in the treatment of bacterial infection in mammals 
including humans. 

Carbapenems were first isolated from fermentation media in 1 974 and were found to have broad spectrum 
antibacterial activity. Since this discovery substantial investigations have been made into new carbapenem 
derivatives and many hundreds of patents and scientific papers have been published. 

10 The first carbapenem, and so far the only, to be commercially marketed is imipenem (N-formimidoyt thie- 

namycin). This compound has a broad spectrum of antibacterial activity. ' 

The present invention provides compounds with a broad spectrum of antibacterial activity including both 
Gram positive and negative, aerobic and anaerobic bacteria. They exhibit good stability to beta-lactamases. 
In addition representative compounds of this invention exhibit favourable pharmacokinetics. 

is The carbapenem derivatives referred to herein are named in accordance with the generally accepted semi- 

systematic nomenclature: 




Accordingly the present invention provides a compound of the formula (I) 
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wherein: 

R 1 is 1-hydroxyethyl, 1-fluoroethyi or hydroxymethyl; 

40 R 2 is hydrogen or C^alkyl; 
R 3 is hydrogen or C^alkyl; 

A is a 5-membered heteroaryl ring containing one nitrogen atom and up to two additional heteroatoms se- 
lected from nitrogen, oxygen and sulphur; and is bonded to the nitrogen of the linking carbamoyl group by a 
carbon atom in the ring, is substituted with the carboxy group on a carbon atom in the ring, and is optionally 

45 further substituted on a carbon atom in the ring, by halo, cyano, C^aJkyl, nitro, hydroxy, carboxy, C^alkoxy, 
trifluoromethyl, C^aJkoxycarbonyl, amino, C^alkylamino, dhC^alkylamino, C^alkylStOX,- (wherein n is 0- 
2), C^alkanoylamino, C^alkanoyl^C^alkylJamino, carbamoyl, C^aikyl carbamoyl or dkC^alkyl carba- 
moyl; and 

in any ring -IMH-, H is optionally replaced by C^alkyl; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or in vivo hydrolysable ester thereof. 

The term alkyl includes all straight and branched chain structures, for example, C^aJkyl includes n-butyl 
and 2-methylpropyl. 

The term heteroaryl means an aromatic ring containing at least on heteroatom in the ring. 
55 Preferably R 1 is 1-hydroxyethyl. 

R 2 is hydrogen or C^alkyl for example methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, 1-methylethyl and n-butyl. 
Preferably R 2 is hydrogen or methyl and in particular R 2 is methyl. 

R 3 is hydrogen or Chalky! for exampl methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, 1-methylethyl and n-butyl. 
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Preferably R 3 is hydrogen or m thyf . 
Most preferably R3 j s hydrogen. 

Preferably A is thiazole, 1.2,4-thiadiazol , 1,3,4-thiadiazole, oxazole, pyrrole, pyrazd ( oxadiazole, Imi- 
dazole, isoxazole, 1,2,4-thiadiazole or isothiazole. Most preferably A is thiazole, 1,3,4-thiadiazole, pyrrole or 
imidazole. 

Preferably any nitrogen atoms in the heteroaryl ring are unsubstituted. 
Suitable substituents for A include, for example:- 



10 


for halo: 


fluoro, chloro and bromo; 




for C* jflfkvl* 


methyl, ethyl propyl, 1-methytethyl, butyl and 2-me- 
thyfpropyl; 


15 


for C^alkoxy: 


methoxy, ethoxy, pro poxy, 1-methylethoxy, butoxy 
and 2-methylpropoxy; 




for C^alkylcarbomoyl: 


methylcarbamoyi, ethylcarbamoyl and propyicarba- - 
moyl; 


20 


for di-C^alkylcarbamoyJ: 


dimethylcarbamoyi and diet hyt carbamoyl; 




for C^alkylamino: 


methylamino, ethylamino and propyiamino; 




for di-C^alkylamino: 


dimethylamino, diethylamino and methytethylamino; 


25 


for C^alkylStOJn-: 


methylthio, methyisulphinyi and methylsulphonyl; 




for C^alkanoyiamino: 


acetamkJo and propionamido; 




for C^alkanoyi^-C^alkyOamino: 


N-methylacetamido and N-ethylacetamido; 


30 


for C^alkoxycarbonyl: 


methoxycarbonyl and ethoxycarbonyl. 
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Preferably, when A is optionally substituted, the optional substituents are selected from halo, cyano, C^al- 
kyl, nitro, carboxy, hydroxy, C^alkoxy, carbamoyl, amino and trifluoromethyl. 

The present invention covers all epimeric, diastereoisomeric and tautomeric forms of the compounds of 
the formula (I) wherein the absolute stereochemistry at the 5-position is as illustrated in formula (I). When a 
bond is represented as a wedge, this indicates that in three dimensions the bond would be coming forward 
out of the paper and when a bond is represented as hatched, this indicates that in three dimensions the bond 
would be going back into the paper. The compounds of the formula (I) have a number of other centres of optical 
activity, namely: within the group R 1 (when Ri is 1-hydroxyethyl or 1-fluoroethyl); at the 6-position; at the 1- 
position (when R 2 is C^alkyl); and at the 2* and 4* positions in the pyrrolidine ring: 
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Preferred compounds are those in which the beta-lactam protons are in trans configuration with respect 
to one another. When R 1 is 1-hydroxyethyl or 1-fluoroethyl it is preferred that the 8-substituent has the R- 
conf iguration. Thus a preferred class of compounds is that of the formula (III): 



55 
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(III) 



and pharmaceutically acceptable salts and in vivo hydrolysable esters thereof, wherein R 2 , R 3 and optional 
substituents on the heteroaryl ring are as hereinbefore defined. 

When R 2 is C^aikyl for example methyl it is preferred that the compound is in the form of the 1R config- 
uration. 

Preferred compounds are those in which the pyrrolidine ring has the following absolute stereochemistry 
at the 2- and 4 -positions: 



and pharmaceutically acceptable salts and in vivo hydrolysable esters thereof; 
wherein A, R 3 and optional substituents on A are as defined hereinbefore in formula (I). 

In another aspect a suitable class of compounds are the compounds of the formula (IV) wherein R 3 is hy- 
drogen, methyl or ethyl; and A and optional substituents on A are as defined hereinabove in formula (I). 

In yet another aspect a suitable class of compounds is that of the compounds of the formula (IV) wherein 
A is optionally further substituted by one or two substituents selected from methyl, ethyl, hydroxy, carboxy, 
cyano, fluoro, chloro, bromo, carbamoyl, nitro, methoxy, ethoxy and propoxy; and Aand R 3 are as defined here- 
inbefore in formula (I). 

A particular class of compounds of the present invention is that of the formula (IV) wherein: 
R 3 is hydrogen or methyl; 
A is as hereinabove defined; 

and A is optionally further substituted by one substituent selected from methyl, ethyl, hydroxy, carboxy, cyano, 
chloro, bromo, nitro, methoxy and ethoxy. 

A preferred class of compounds of the present invention is that of the formula (IV) wherein: 
R 3 is hydrogen; 
A is as hereinabove defined; 

and A is optionally further substituted by one substituent selected from methyl, hydroxy, chloro and carboxy. 

A more preferred class of compounds of the pres nt invention is that of the formula (IV) wherein: 
R 3 is hydrogen; 
A is as hereinabove defined; 
and A is not further substituted. 

An even more preferred class of compounds of the present inv ntion is that of the formula (IV) wherein: 
R 3 is hydrogen; 




A suitable class of compounds of the present invention is that of the formula (IV): 
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A is thiazol ( 1,3,4-thiadiazole, pyrrole or imidazole; 
and A is not further substituted. 

Particular compounds of the present invention are, for exampl , the following compounds of the formula 

(IV): 

(1R,5S f 6S ( 8R f 2 , S,4 , S)-2-(2-(5-carboxythiazol-2-ylcarbamoyl)pyrrolidin- 4-ylthio)-6-(1-hydroxyethyl)- 

1 -methyl carbapenem-3-carboxylic acid; 

(1R f 5S,6S,8R f 2'S,4 , S)-2^2^2-cart)oxy-1H-im^^ 

methyl carbapenem-3-carboxylic acid; 

(1R,5S,6S ( 8R,2 , S,4 , S)-2-(2-(2-ajrbo^ 

carbapenem-3-carboxylic acid; 

(1R,5S,6S,8R,2 , S,4 l S)-2-(2-(4-carboxythi^ 

carbapenem-3-carboxylic acid; and 

(1R,5S,6S,8R,2'S,4'S)-2-(2-(5-carbox^ 

1-methylcarbapenem-3- carboxylic acid; 

and pharmaceutically acceptable salts and in vivo hydrolysable esters thereof. 

Suitable pharmaceutically acceptable salts include acid addition salts such as hydrochloride, hydrobro- 
mide, citrate, maleate and salts formed with phosphoric and sulfuric acid. In another aspect suitable salts are 
base salts such as an alkali metal salt for example sodium or potassium, an alkaline earth metal salt for exampl 
calcium or magnesium, an organic amine salt for example triethylamine, morpholine, N-methylpiperidine, N- 
ethyipiperidine, procaine, dibenzylamine, N,N-dibenzylethylamine or aminoacids, for example, lysine. 

Preferred pharmaceutically acceptable salts are sodium and potassium salts. However, to facilitate isola- 
tion of the salt during preparation, salts which are less soluble in the chosen solvent may be preferred, whether 
pharmaceutically acceptable or not 

For the avoidance of doubt there may be one, two, three or four salt-forming cations depending on the 
number of carboxylic acid functions and valency of said cations. 

In vivo hydrolysable esters are those pharmaceutically acceptable esters that hydrolyse in the human body 
to produce the parent hydroxy or carboxy compound. Such esters can be identified by administering, eg. in- 
travenously to a test animal, the compound under test and subsequently examining the test animal's body flu- 
ids. Suitable in vivo hydrolysable esters for hydroxy include acetoxy, propionyloxy, pivaloyloxy, C^alkoxycar- 
bonyloxy for example ethoxycarbonyloxy, phenytacetoxy and phthalidyl. Suitable in vivo hydrolysable est rs 
for carboxy include C^alkoxymethyl esters for example methoxymet hyl; Cj^alkanoyloxymethyt esters for x- 
ample prvaloyloxy methyl; cydoalkoxycarbonyloxyC^alkyl, for example 1-cyclohexyioxycarbonyloxye- 
thyl; 1,3-dioxoten-2-onylmethy1 esters for example 5-methyl-1,3-dioxolen-2-onytmethyt; phthalidyl esters and 
C^lkoxycarbonyloxyethyl esters for example 1-ethoxycarbonyloxyethyl and may be formed at any carboxy 
group in the compounds of this invention. 

In order to use a compound of the formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or in vivo hydrolysable 
ester thereof for the therapeutic treatment of mammals including humans, in particular in treating infection, it 
is normally formulated in accordance with standard pharmaceutical practice as a pharmaceutical composition. 

Therefore in another aspect the present invention provides a pharmaceutical composition which comprises 
a compound of the formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or in vivo hydrolysable ester thereof and 
a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

The pharmaceutical compositions of this invention may be administered in standard manner for the dis- 
ease condition that it is desired to treat, for example by oral, rectal or parenteral administration. For these pur- 
poses the compounds of this invention may be formulated by means known in the art into the form of, for x- 
ample, tablets, capsules, aqueous or oily solutions or suspensions, emulsions, dispersible powders, supposi- 
tories and sterile injectable aqueous or oily solutions or suspensions. 

The compounds of the present invention may be formulated as dry powder filled vials, which may contain 
the compound of the present invention alone or as a dry blended mixture. For example an acidic compound 
of the present invention may be dry blended with an alkali metal carbonate or bicarbonate. Freeze dried for- 
mulations of compounds of the present invention, alone or as a mixture with standard excipients, are possibl . 
Standard excipients include structure formers, cryoprotectants and pH modifiers, such as, mannitol, sorbitol, 
lactose, glucose, sodium chloride, dextran, sucrose, maKose, gelatin, bovine serum albumin (BSA), glycine, 
mannose, ribose, polyvinylpyrrolidine (PVP), cellulose derivatives, glutamine, inositol, potassium glutamate, 
erythritol, serine and other amin acids and buffer agents .g. disodium hydrogen phosphate and potassium 
citrate. 

In addition to the compounds of the present invention the pharmaceutical composition of this invention 
may also contain, or b co-administered with, on or more known drugs selected from other clinically useful 
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antibacterial agents (for example other beta-lactams or aminoglycosides), inhibitors of beta-lactamase (for x- 
ample davulanic acid), renal tubular blocking agents (e.g. probenecid) and inhibitors of metabolising enzymes 
(for xample inhibitors of dehydropeptidases, for example Z-2-acytamino-3-substituted propenoates such as 
cQastatin) and N-acyfated amin acids such as betamipron (als se EP-A-178911). 

A suitable pharmaceutical composition of this invention is one suitable for oral administration in unitdosag 
form, for example a tablet or capsule which contains between 1 0Omg and 1g of the compound of this invention. 

A preferred pharmaceutical composition of the invention is one suitable for intravenous, subcutaneous or 
intramuscular Injection, for example a sterile injectable composition containing between 1 and 50% w/w of th 
compound of this invention. 

Specific examples of compositions, which are constituted as a 1% solution in water, freeze dried and may 
be made up by adding 0.9% aqueous sodium chloride solution to give the required concentration, preferably ' 
1mg-10mg/ml, are as follows: 

Composition 1 

Compound of Example 1 50mg 
Composition 2 

Compound of Example 1 50mg 
Glycine 31mg 

Further specific examples of compositions are as above, but where the compound of example 1 1s replaced 
by any one of examples 2 to 5. 

The pharmaceutical compositions of the invention will normally be administered to man in order to combat 
infections caused by bacteria, in the same general manner as that employed for imipenem due allowance being 
made in terms of dose levels for the pharmacokinetics of the compound of the present invention relative t 
the clinical use of imipenem. Thus each patient will receive a daQy intravenous, subcutaneous or intramuscular 
dose of 0.05 to 5g, and preferably 0.1 to 2.5g, of the compound of this invention, the composition being ad- 
ministered 1 to 4 times per day, preferably 1 or 2 times a day. The intravenous, subcutaneous and intramuscular 
dose may be given by means of a bolus injection. Alternatively the intravenous dose may be given by contin- 
uous infusion over a period of time. Alternatively each patient will receive a daily oral dose which is approxi- 
mately equivalent to the daily parenteral dose. Thus a suitable daily oral dose is 0.05 to 5g of the compound 
of this invention, the composition being administered 1 to 4 times per day. 

In a further aspect the present invention provides a process for preparing the compounds of the formula 
(I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or in vivo hydrolysable ester thereof which process comprises depro- 
tecting a compound of the formula (V) wherein A is optionally further substituted as in formula (I): 



wherein A is as hereinbefore defined; R 2 is as hereinbefore defined; R 10 is a group R 3 or an amino protecting 
group; R 13 is a group R 1 , protected hydroxymethyl or 1 -(protected hydroxy)ethyi; R 11 Is hydrogen or a carboxy 
protecting group; R 12 is hydrogen or an amino protecting group, R 18 is carboxy or a protected carboxy group 
and wherein any optional substituent on the heteroaryl ring is optionally protected; and wherein at least one 
protecting group is present; and thereinafter if necessary; 

(i) forming a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, 

(ii) esterif ying to form an in vivo hydrolysable ester. 

Protecting groups may in g neral b chosen from any of th groups described in th literature or known 
to the skilled chemist as appropriate for th protection of the group in questi n, and may b introduced by con- 
ventional m thods. 

Protecting groups may be rem ved by any convenient method as described in the literature or known to 
the skilled chemist as appropriate for the removal of the protecting group In question, such methods being chos- 
en so as to effect removal of the protecting group with minimum disturbance of groups elsewhere' in the mol- 




(V) 
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ecu! . 



Th compounds of the formula (V) are n vel and form another aspect of the invention. 

Specific examples of protecting groups are given below for the sake of convenience, in which "lower" sig- 
nifies that the group to which it is applied preferably has 1*4 carbon atoms. It will be understood that these 
examples are not exhaustive. Where specific examples of methods for the removal of protecting groups are 
given below these are similarly not exhaustive. The use of protecting groups and methods of deprotection n t 
specifically mentioned is of course within the scope of the invention. 

A carboxy protecting group may be the residue of an ester-forming aliphatic or araliphatic alcohol or of an 
ester-forming silanol (the said alcohol or sQanol preferably containing 1-20 carbon atoms). 

Examples of carboxy protecting groups include straight or branched chain (1-12C)aJky1 groups (eg isopro- 
pyi, t-butyl); lower alkoxy lower alkyl groups (eg methoxymethyl, ethoxymethyl, isobutoxymethyl); lower ali- 
phatic acyioxy lower alkyl groups, (eg acetoxymethyl, propionyloxymethyl, butyrytoxymethyl, pivaloyloxyme- 
thyl); lower alkoxycarbonyioxy lower alkyl groups (eg 1 -met hoxycarbonyloxy ethyl, 1-ethoxycarbonyfoxyethyl); 
aryi lower alkyl groups (eg p_-methoxy benzyl, o-nitrobenzyl, |>-nitrobenzyl, benzhydryl and phthalidyi); tri(lower 
alkyt)silyt groups (eg trimethyisilyi and t-butyldimethytsilyt); tri(lower alkyl )sfly1 lower alkyl groups (eg trimethyi- 
silyi ethyl); diaryl (lower alkyl)silyl groups (eg t-butyldiphenylsilyl); and (2-6C)alkenyt groups (eg allyl and viny- 
lethyl). 

Methods particularly appropriate for the removal of carboxyl protecting groups include for example ackJ- 
v base-, metal- or enzymically-catalysed hydrolysis, for groups such as pj-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl, hydrogena- 
tion and for groups such as o-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl, photolytically. 

Examples of hydroxy protecting groups include lower alkenyl groups (eg allyl); lower alkanoyl groups (eg 
acetyl); lower alkoxycarbonyl groups (eg t-butoxycarbonyl); lower alkenyloxycarbonyl groups (eg allytoxycar- 
bonyl); aryl lower alkoxycarbonyl groups (eg benzoyloxycarbonyl, £-methoxybenzy1oxycarbonyl, o-nitroben- 
zyloxycarbonyl, g-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl); tri lower alkyl silyl (eg trimethyisilyi, t-butytdimethytsilyl); diaryl (low- 
er alkyl)sily1 (eg t-butyldiphenylsilyl) and aryl lower alkyl (eg benzyl) groups. 

Examples of amino protecting groups include formyl, aralkyl groups (eg benzyl and substituted benzyl, eg 
p_-methoxybenzyl, nitrobenzyl and 2,4-dimethoxybenzyl, and triphenylmethyl); di-g-anisylmethyl and furylme- 
thyl groups; lower alkoxycarbonyl (eg t-butoxycarbonyl); lower alkenyloxycarbonyl (eg allyloxycarbonyl); aryl 
lower alkoxycarbonyl groups (eg benzyl oxycarbonyt, pj-methoxy be nzyloxy carbon yl, o-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl, 
g-nitrobenzyioxycarbonyl); trialkylsilyl (eg trimethyisilyi and t-butyldimethylsilyl); diaryl (lower alky1)sily1 (eg t- 
butyldiphenylsily); alkyl id ene (eg methylidene); benzylidene and substituted benzyfidene groups. 

Methods appropriate for removal of hydroxy and amino protecting groups include, for example, acid-, base-, 
metal- or enzymically-catalysed hydrolysis, for groups such as p_-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl, hydrogenation and 
for groups such as o-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl, photolytically. 

In another aspect of the present invention the compounds of the formulae (I) and (V) may be prepared by 

a) reacting compounds of the formulae (VI) and (VII): 



wherein A. R 2 , R 10 , R", R 12 , R 13 and R 18 are as hereinbefore defined, optional substituents on A are as 
hereinbefore defined and L is a leaving group, or 
b) cyclising a compound of the formula (VI II): 





(VIII) 
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wherein A, R 2 f R 10 ,R 11 t R 12 , R 13 and R 18 are as her inbefore defined, optional substituents on Aare as here- 
inbefore defined and R 14 , R 16 and R 16 are ind pendently selected from C^lkoxy, aryioxy, di-d^aJkyfa- 
min and diarylamino or any two of R 14 -R 16 represent o-phenylenedioxy or one of R t4 -R ia is C^alkyl, allyi, 
benzyl or phenyl and the other two values are independently selected from C^aJkyl, trifluoromethyl or 
phenyl wherein any phenyl- group is optionally substituted with Cj^alkyl or C^aJkoxy; and wherein any 
functional group is optionally protected and thereinafter if necessary: 
(0 removing any protecting groups; 

(ii) forming a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt; 

(iii) esterifying to form an in vivo hydrolysable ester. 

Suitably in the compound of the formula (VI), L is the reactive ester of a hydroxy group such as a sulphonate 
(for example Ci^alkanesulphonyloxy, trifluoromethanesulphonyloxy, benzenesulphonyloxy, toiuenesulphony- 
loxy), a phosphoric ester (for example a diarylphosphoric ester such as diphenylphosphoric ester) or L is a ha- 
lide (for example chloride). In an alternative L is a sulphoxide for example -SOCH=CH-NHCOCH 3 which may 
be readily displaced. Preferably L is diphenylphosphoric ester (-OP(0)(OPh)2). 

Compounds of the formula (VI) and their preparation are well known in the carbapenem literature, for ex- 
ample see EP-A-126587, EP-A-160391 , EP-A-243686 and EP-A-343499. 

The reaction between the compounds of the formulae (VI) and (VII) is typically performed in the presence 
of a base such as an organic amine for example di-isopropylethylamine or an inorganic base for example an 
alkali metal carbonate such as potassium carbonate. The reaction is conveniently performed at a temperature 
between -25°C and ambient, suitably at about 0°C. The reaction is generally performed in an organic solvent 
such as acetonitrile or dimethyiformamide. The reaction is generally performed in a manner similar to that de- 
scribed in the literature for similar reactions. 

The compounds of the formula (VII) are novel and form another aspect of the present invention. 

The compounds of the formula (VII) may be prepared by the deprotection of a compound of the formula 

(IX): 



30 



35 



40 



45 



C-OhJ— A - (I' 1 (IX) 



wherein A, R 10 , R 12 and R 18 are as hereinbefore defined, optional substitutents on A are as hereinbefore defined 
and R 17 is a protecting group, for example C^lkanoyl or C ^alkoxycarbonyl. Preferred values for R 17 are acet- 
yl and t-butoxycarbonyi. The compounds of the formula (IX) can be converted to the compounds of the formula 
(VII) by standard methods of deprotection, for example acetyl groups can be removed by basic hydrolysis in 
aqueous alkanol, alkenol or cyclic ether, for example ethanol, dioxane or tetrahydrofuran. 

The compounds of the formula (IX) are novel and form another aspect of the present invention. 

The compounds of the formula (IX) may be prepared by the reaction of an activated derivative of a com- 
pound of the formula (X), which may be formed in situ, with a compound of the formula (XI): 



& s K. (*) — a-£'* (xi) 



wherein A, R 10 , R 12 , R 17 and R 16 are as hereinbefore defined and optional substitutents on A are as hereinbefore 
defined. Activated derivatives of the compound of the formula (X) include acid halides, anhydrides and 'acti- 
vated' esters such as ll+benzol-l.^a-triazol-l-yl, p ntafluorophenyl and 2,4,5-trichlorophenyl esters or the 
benzimidazol-2-yl ester of the thiocarboxytic acid corresponding to (X). The reaction of an activated derivativ 
of a compound of the formula (X) and a compound f th formula (XI) is p rform d under standard methods, 
for example in dichloromethane at 4°C in th presence of diisopropylethytamine or in chloroform at ambient 
temperature in the presence of N-eth xycarbonyl-2-ethoxy-1,2-dihydro-quinolin . 
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Th compounds of the formula (X) and (XI) are prepared by standard methods known to th skilled chem- 
ist such as the methods of the Examples hereinafter, the methods described in EP-A- 126587 or by methods 
analog us or similar thereto. 

5 Suitably, in the compounds of the formula (VIII), R 14 , R 16 and R ie are independently selected from C,_« 

alkoxy such as methoxy, ethoxy, isopropoxy, n-propoxy or n-butoxy; aryloxy such as optionally phenoxy; d'h 
Ci^alkyiamino such as dimethyiamino or diethyiamino; diarylamino such as diphenylamino or any two of R u - 
Rie represent o-phenytenedioxy. Preferably each of R 14 -R 16 have the same value and are C^lkoxy for ex- 
ample methoxy, ethoxy, isopropoxy or n-butoxy or are phenoxy. 

10 The compounds of the formula (VIII) are cyclized under conventional conditions known in the art to form 

compounds of the formula (V). Typical conditions are heating in a substantially inert organic solvent such as 
toluene, xylene or ethyl acetate at temperatures in the region 60-1 50°C. Typically the reaction is performed 
in an atmosphere of nitrogen and is carried out in the presence of a radical scavenger for example hydroqui- 
none. 

15 The compounds of the formula (VIII) may be formed and cyclized in situ . The compounds of the formula 

(VIII) may conveniently be prepared by reacting compounds of the formulae (XII) and (XIII): 



20 




(XII) 



PRUR'SR 1 * (XIII) 

wherein A, R 2 R 10 , R 11 -R 16 , and R 18 are as hereinbefore defined and optional substituents on A are as herein- 
before defined. Suitably the compound of the formula (XIII) is a phosphite or is the functional equivalent of 
such a compound. 

The reaction between the compounds of the formulae (XII) and (XIII) is conveniently performed in an or- 
ganic solvent such as toluene, xylene, ethyl acetate, chloroform, dichloromethane, acetonforile or dimethylfor- 
mamide. Typically the reaction is carried out at an elevated temperature for example 60-1 50° C. 

The compounds of the formula (XII) may be prepared by a number of methods known in the art. For ex- 
ample the compounds of the formula (XII) may be prepared by the acyiation of a compound of the formula 
(XIV): 



40 




(XIV) 



o 



30 



35 



45 wherein A, R 2 , R 10 , R 12 , R 13 , and R 18 are as hereinbefore defined and optional substituents on A are as here- 
inbefore defined with a compound of the formula (XV): 

CI-CO-COOR 1 ' (XV) 

wherein R 11 is as hereinbefore defined. 

The compounds of the formula (XIV) may be prepared by reacting compounds of the formulae (XVI) and 
50 (VII): 



a 2 

55 i 




7 (xvi) 
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wherein R 2 and R 1 * are as hereinbefore defined. The compounds of the formula (XVI) are known in the art 
and may be reacted with th compounds of the formula (VII) under conventional acylation methods known in 
the art 

5 Compounds of the formulae (VII), (XII) and (XXV) are novel and, as such, form another aspect of this in- 

vention. 

The following biological test methods, data and Examples serve to illustrate the present invention. 
Antibacterial Activity 

10 

The pharmaceutical^ acceptable carbapenem compounds of the present invention are useful antibacterial 
agents having a broad spectrum of activity in vitro against standard laboratory microorganisms, both Gram- 
negative and Gram-positive, which are used to screen for activity against pathogenic bacteria. The antibacterial 
spectrum and potency of a particular compound may be determined in a standard test system. In particular 
is the carbapenems of the present invention show good stability to beta-lactamases and in general particularly 
good pharmacokinetics, especially as regards half life. In general compounds show significant improvement 
over imipenem. 

The antibacterial properties of the compounds of the invention may also be demonstrated in vivo in con- 
ventional tests. 

20 Carbapenem compounds have generally been found to be relatively non-toxic to warm-blooded animals, 

and this generalisation holds true for the compounds of the present invention. Compounds representative of 
the present invention were administered to mice at doses in excess of those required to afford protection 
against bacterial infections, and no overt toxic symptoms or side effects attributable to the administered com- 
pounds were noted. 

25 The following results were obtained for representative compounds on a standard in vitro test system using 

Diagnostic Sensitivity Test The antibacterial activity is described in terms of the minimum inhibitory concen- 
tration (MIC) determined by the agar-dilution technique with an inoculum size of 10 4 CFU/spot 





1 MIC (ug/ral) 






ORGANISM 


| EXAMPLE 2 






S. aureus 
Oxford 


| 0.25 






E. coli 
DCO 


| 0.03 






P. morgan! i 
I + 001 


| 0.03 






Enterobacter 
cloacae P99- 


| 0.03 






B. fragilis 
AMP S 


1 0.50 







In the following examples, which are representative f the scope: 
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(a) NMR spectra were taken at 200MHz r 400MHz in DMSO-de/CDCOOD unless otherwise stated; 

(b) allyioxy means th propen-1-yloxy group -OCH2CH=CH 2 ; 

(c) THF means tetrahydrofuran; 

5 (d) DMF means dimethylformamide; 

(e) DMSO means dimethylsulphoxide; 

(f) EEOQ means N^thoxycarbonyi-2-ethoxy-1 ( 2-dihydroquinoline 

(g) evaporation of solvents was carried out under reduced pressure; 

(h) HPLC means high pressure liquid chromatography; 
10 (i) temperatures are in degrees centigrade; and 

(j) Meldrum's acid means 2,2-dimethyM,3-dioxane-4,6-dione 

Example 1 

15 (1R,5S t 6S,8R,2 , S,4'S)-2-(2-(5-Carboxy-2-thia^^ 
thylcarbapenem-3-carDOxylic acid, disodium salt 

To a solution of allyl (IR.SS.es.SR^'S.^S)- 2-(1-(4-nitrobenzyioxycarbon^ 
bamoyfl) pyrro!idin-4-ylthio)-6-(1 -hydroxyethyi)-1-met hylcarbapenern-3-carboxyiate, diisopropylet hyiamin 

20 salt (640mg; contaminated by an unknown amount of tri-n-butylphosphine) in DMF at 50°C was added Mel- 
drum's acid (100 mg, 0.7 mmol) followed by tetrakb-(triphenylphosphine)palladium (60 mg, 0.05 mmol). The 
reaction mixture was stirred at 50°C for 10 minutes, then cooled to ambient temperature and diluted with a 
solution of 1M phosphate buffer (10 ml). Zinc powder (1 g) was added in small portions over 45 minutes to th 
stirred solution. After 1 hour, at ambient temperature, the undissolved substances were removed by filtration 

25 over diatomaceous earth and the pH of the filtrate adjusted to 8.0 with solid sodium hydrogen carbonate. The 
reaction mixture was filtered, concentrated under reduced pressure and the resulting residue purified by re- 
verse phase chromatography (Nucleosil C18, 3.5 x 20 cm), with water as eluant, to give a mixture of the title 
compound and phosphate buffer after freeze drying. The mixture was purified a second time under the same 
conditions to give the title compound (72 mg, 30%) as a foam after freeze drying. 

30 NMR :6 1.16 (d, 3H); 1.18 (d, 3H); 1.76-1.83 (m, 1H); 2.61-2.69 (m, 1H); 2.78-2.83 (m f 1H); 3.20 (dd, 1H); 3.37- 
3.42 (m, 2H); 3.66-3.70 (m, 1H); 3.95-3.79 (m, 1H); 4.06-4.10 (m, 1H); 4.16 (dd, 1H); 7.97 (s, 1H). 
MS (+ve FAB): 482 MH*; 527 MH + Na salt; 550 MH* diNa salt S ,^ L 
The starting material was prepared as follows: , ,T"~\ 
kjj, -C^y<*\ <? .... . . ^x^^ -co — * ~ 

35 (2S,4S) 1-(4-Nitrobergy1oxycart)onyl)-2-(5-carbo^ pyrrolidin-4-ylthioacetate. 

(2S,4S)-1-(4-Nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl)-4-acetylthio-2-cartx>xy-py^ (368 mg, 1 mmol) was solubil- 

ized at ambient temperature in thionyl chloride (3 ml). The mixture was stirred for 3 hours at ambient temper- 
ature and thionyl chloride evaporated. The residual oil was taken up in toluene, the solvent evaporated and 

40 the residue dried under reduced pressure. The crude acid chloride was dissolved in dichloromethane (10 ml) 
and added dropwise to a solution of ethyl 2-aminothiazol-5-carboxylate (0. Dann, Ber. Otsch. Chem. Ges. 1 943, 
76, 419) (172 mg, 1 mmol) and N-ethyldiisopropylamine (0.2 ml, 1.15 mmol) in dichloromethane (10 ml). The 
reaction mixture was stirred for 2 hours at ambient temperature and overnight at 4°C. After evaporation to dry- 
ness, the crude material was purified by subjecting to flash chromatography on silica, eluting with dichloro- 

45 methane/ethyl acetate (6:4) to give the title compound as a yellow foam (430 mg, 82%). 

NMR: 6 1.31 (m, 3H); 1.95 (m, 1H); 2.33 (s, 3H); 2.80 (m, 1H); 3.38 (m, 1H): 4.01-4.13 (m, 2H); 4.29 (m, 2H); 
4.63 (m. 1H); 5.02-5.30 (m, 2H); 7.43 (d, 1H); 7,65 (d, 1H); 7.96 (d, 1H); 8.11 (d, 1H); 8.23 (d, 1H). 

(2S,4SH-(4-Nitrobenzyloxycart>ony1)-2-^ ^> 

50 

(2S,4SH-(4-Nitrobenzyloxycarbony1)-2-(5^ was 
sdubilised in a mixture of dioxane/H 2 0 (1/1; 4 ml) and treated with a 2M aqueous solution of NaOH (1.5 ml, 3 
mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred for 6 hours at ambient temperature and kept overnight, at 4°C. A 2M 
aqueous solution of NaOH (0.3 ml, 0.6 mmol) was added to the reaction and stirring continued for 5 hours at 
55 ambient temperature. Aft revap ration t dryness, th crud reaction mixture was dissolved in water and acidi- 
fied with 1M HCJ to pH 4.5. DMF was added to the resulting suspension untfr a clear solution was obtained. 
This mixture was further purif i d by subjecting t chromatography on HP20SS resin with a gradient of acet- 
onitrile (0-60%) in water to give the expected thiol (145 mg, 40%) and a small amount of the corresponding 
disulfide (35 mg, 10%). 
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NMR: 6 2.00 (m, 1H); 2.79 (m, 1H); 3.24-3.72 (m, 2H); 3.99 (m, 1H); 4.56 (m, 1H); 5.00-5.27 (m, 2H); 7.43 (d. 
1H); 7.65 (d, 1H); 7.90-7.97 (m f 2H); 8.23 (d t 1H). 

Allyi (1R,5R,6S,8R)^1-hydroxethy1H-met^^ 
was prepared as follows: 

To a solution of ally! (1R v 5R,6S3R^6-(1-hydroxyethyl)-1-methyl-2^xocarbapenem-3-carboxylate [pre- 
pared In situ from allyi 2-diazo-3-oxo-4-(R)-methyl-4-[(3S v 4R)-3-(1-(R^ 

tanoate and rhodium octanoate: see for example EP-A-208889] and dMsopropyJethylamine (1.1 equivalents) 
in acetonitrile, at 0°C, under an argon atmosphere, was added dropwise diphenyl chlorophosphate (1.1 equiv- 
alents). The solution was stirred at ambient temperature for 30 minutes to form the corresponding 2-diphenyt- 
phosphoryloxycarbapenem. 

Allyi (1R,5S3S,8R t 2'S,4 , S)-2-(1-(4-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl)-2-(5-cart^ 
ylthio)-6-(1-hydroxyethyi)-1-methylcart)apenem-3-carboxylate, diisopropylethylamine salt 

To a solution of allyi (1 R,5S,6S,8R) 6-(1-hydroxyethy1)-1-methyl-2-dipheny1phosphoryioxycarbapenem-3- 
carboxylate (250 mg, 0.5 mmol) in DMF (3 ml), at 0°C, were added sequentially diisopropylethylamine (0.21 
ml, 1.2 mmol), a solution containing a mixture of (2S,4S)-1-(4-nitrobenzy1oxycarbonyl)-2-(5*carboxy-2-thiazof- 
carbamoyi)pyrrolidin-4-yithiol (1 50 mg, 0.33 mmol) and the corresponding disulfide (45 mg, 0.05 mmol) in DMF 
(3 ml), tri-n-butylphosphine (0.14 ml, 0.56 mmol) and 2 drops of water. The reaction mixture was stirred for 1 
hour at ambient temperature and directly purified by subjecting to chromatography on HP20SS (100 ml) with 
a gradient of acetonitrile (0-60%) in water. The title compound contaminated with tri-n-butyiphosphine eluted 
between 20% and 45% acetonitrile and was obtained, after lyophifisation, as an orange gum (645 mg). This 
was used without further purification. 

NMR: 5 1.17 (m, 6H); 1.27 (m, 14H); 1.90 (m, 1H); 2.82 (m ( 1H); 3.14 (q, 2H); 3.26 (dd, 1H); 3.38 (m, 1H); 3.55 
(dd, 1H); 3.63 (m, 2H); 3.97-4.24 (m, 3H); 4.58-4.70 (m. 2H); 5.02-5.43 (m f 4H); 5.90 (m, 1H); 7.44 (d, 1H); 
7.66 (d, 1H); 7.95-8.02 (m t 2H); 8.23 (d, 1H). 

Example 2 

(1R,5S,6S,8R,2'S t 4 , S)-2-(2-(4-Carboxy-2-thiazolyl(^rbamoyt)pyrrolidin-4-ylthto^ 
thylcarbapenem-3-carboxylic acid, disodium salt 

To a solution of allyi (1R,5S,6S,8R f 2 , S,4'S)-2-(1-nitrobenzy1oxycarbon^ 
moy1)pyrrolidin^yJthio)-6-(1-hydroxy^ (250 mg, 0.35 mmol) in DMF 

(10 ml) was added Meldrum's acid (102 mg, 0.70 mmol) followed by tetrakis(triphenytphosphine)pailadium (41 
mg, 0.035 mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred at 40°C for 30 minutes, cooled to ambient temperature and 
diluted with aqueous solution of 1 M phosphate buffer (1 0 ml). Zinc powder (274 mg, 4.2 mmol) was then added 
in small portions to the mixture. After 2 hours at ambient temperature, a saturated aqueous solution of sodium 
hydrogen carbonate was added to the reaction mixture to adjust the pH of the solution to 7.7, the solid filtered 
off over diatomaceous earth and the filtrate concentrated. The residue was purified by subjecting to reverse 
phase chromatography (NudeosO C18, 3.5 x 20 cm) with acetonitrile in water (0:100 and 4:96) as eluant to 
give, after freeze drying, the title compound as a white foam (38 mg, 23%). 

NMR: 5 1.16 (m, 6H); 1.75 (m, 1H); 2.61 (m, 1H); 2.75 (m, 1H); 3.20 (dd, 1H); 3.37 (m, 1H); 3.39 (m, 1H); 3.64 

(m, 1H); 3.97 (m, 1H); 4.01 (m, 1H); 4.16 (dd, 1H); 7.92 (s, 1H). 

MS (-ve FAB): 481 MH- 

The starting material was prepared as follows: 

(2S,4S)1-(4-Nitrobenzy1oxyc^i1x)ny1>-2-(4-carbethoxy-2-thiazolyl carbamoyl) pyrrol id in-4-ylthioacetate. 

To a solution of (2S,4SH-(4-nitrobenzyfoxycarbonyO (4.7 g; 12.8 mmol) 

in chloroform (250 ml) was added EEDQ (3.5 g; 14 mmol) followed by 2-amino-4-carbethoxythiazole. [J.M. 
Sprague, R.M. Lincoln and C. Ziegler, J. Amer. Chem. Soc. 68, 266 (1946)] (2.2g, 12.8 mmol). The reaction 
mixture was stirred at ambient temperature overnight, the solvent evaporated and the residue taken up in DMF 
(15 ml). This solution was purified by subjecting to chromatography on HP20SS resin, with a gradient of acet- 
onitrile (0-50%) in water. Concentration in vacu gave an il which was separated from th aqueous phase, 
taken up in dichloromethan ,dri d over MgS0 4 , filtered and the solvent evaporated to give the titl compound 
as a foam (4.3 g, 65%). 

NMR: 6 1.30 (t, 3H); 1.95 (m, 1H); 2.80 (m, 1H); 3.40 (m, 1H); 3.95-4.15 (m f 2H); 4.28 (q, 2H); 4.55 (m, 1H); 
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5.00-5.30 (m, 2H); 7.43 (d, 1H); 7.66 (d f 1H); 7.93 (d, 1H); 8.05 (d, 1H); 8.24 (d.1H). 

(2S.4S)-1-(4-Nitrobenzyl xycarfaony1)-2-(4-cart>oxy-2-thiazdyl-cart)arTK)yl)pyrrolid 

To a solution of (2S,4S)-1-(4-nitrobenzy1oxy^ 
yfthioacetate (3.1 g, 6 mmol) in ethanol (120 ml), at ambient temperature, was added a 1M aqueous soiuti n 
of sodium hydroxide (22 ml, 22 mmol). After stirring at ambient temperature for 17 hours, ethanol was evapo- 
rated, the residue taken up in water (80 ml) and the pH of the solution adjusted to 4.5 with a 1 M aqueous solution 
of hydrochloric acid. The precipitate was filtered off, washed with water, dissolved in DMF (40 ml) and mixed 
with tri-n-butyi-phosphine (2 ml) and water (0.8 ml). This mixture was then purified by subjecting to chroma- 
tography on HP20SS resin with a gradient of acetonitrile (0-40%) in water. Partial evaporation of the solvents 
and freeze drying gave the title compound as a white foam (2.06 g, 76%). 

NMR: 6 1.76 (m, 1H); 2.75 (m, 1H); 3.15-3.59 (m, 2H); 4.00 (m. 1H); 4.50 (m, 1H); 5.03-5.28 (m, 2H); 7.43 (d, 
1 H); 7.66 (d, 1 H); 7.93 (d, 1 H); 7.94 (d, 1 H); 8.24 (d, 1 H). 

Ally! (1R,5S,6S,8R.2'S I 4'S) 2-(1-(4-nitrobenzyloxycarbony1 2-(4-carboxy-2-thiazolylcart)amoyl)pyrrolidin-4- 
ylthio)-6-(1-hydroxyethyl>-1-methylcarbapenem-3-carboxylate. 

To a solution of allyl (1 R.5S.6S.8R) 6-(1-hydroxyethyl)-1-methyl-2-diphenylphosphonyloxycarbapenem-3- 
carboxyfate (552 mg, 1.1 mmol) in DMF (16 ml) was added sequentially at 0°C N-diispropyi-ethylamine (0.46 
ml, 2.6 mmol), (2S, 4S)-1-(4-nitrobenz^oxy<»rt>ony1)-2-(4-^ 

(500 mg, 1.1 mmol), tri-n-butylphosphine (0.33 ml, 1.3 mmol) and water (0.1 ml). The reaction mixture was stir- 
red at 0°C for 2.5 hours and purified by subjecting to chromatography on HP20SS resin with a gradient of acet- 
onitrile (0-42%) in water. Partial evaporation of the solvents and freeze drying gave the title compound as a 
white foam (250 mg, 32%). 

NMR:5 1.23 (m, 6H); 1.96 (m, 1H); 2.88 (m, 1H); 3.32 (m, 1H); 3.45 (m, 1H); 3.63 (m, 1H); 4.02-4.06 (m. 2H); 
4.25 (m, 1H); 4.31 (m, 1H); 4.60-4.76 (m, 3H); 5.08-5.49 (m ( 4H); 5.95 (m, 1H); 7.51 (d, 1H); 7.74 (d, 1H); 8.01 
(d, 1H); 8.06 (d, 1H); 8.31 (d, 1H). 

Example 3 

(1R,5S t 6S,8R t 2'S,4'S)-2-(2-(5-Carboxy-1,3,4-thiadiazol-2-carbamoyl) pyrrol idin-4-ylth io)-6-(1 -hydroxye- 
thyl)-1-methylcarbapenem-3-carboxy1ic acid, dipotassium salt. 

To a solution containing a 2:1 mixture (700 mg) of allyl (1R,5S,6S ( 8R ( 2'S,4'S)-2-(1-(4-nitrobenzy1oxycar- 
bonyl)-2-(5-carboxy-1 ,3,4-thiadiazol-2-caitoanrK)yf)pyrrolidin^ 

em-3-carboxylate and an impurity in a mixture of DMF (5 ml) and ethyl acetate (5 ml) were added Meldrum's 
acid (1 00 mg, 0.69 mmol) and tetrakis(triphenylphosphine)palladium (40 mg, 0,035 mmol). After 1 hour at am- 
bient temperature, the solvents were evaporated, the residue taken up in water (40 ml) and potassium carbon- 
ate (138 mg, 1 mmol) added to the solution. This mixture was washed with ethyl acetate, the aqueous phase 
mixed with ethyl acetate (40 ml) and 10% palladium on charcoal (300 mg) and stirred under a hydrogen at- 
mosphere (30 psi) at ambient temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was filtered through diatomaceous 
earth, partially concentrated and purified by subjecting to reverse phase chromatography (Nudeosil C18, 3.5 
x 20 cm) with acetonitrile in water as eluent The title compound was eluted with water and obtained after freeze 
drying as a white foam (72 mg, 19%). 

NMR:5 1.15 (m, 6H); 1.76 (m. 1H); 2.64 (m, 1H); 2.80 (m, 1H); 3.20 (m, 1H); 3.35-3.41 (m, 2H); 3.67 (m, 1H); 
3.97 (m, 1H); 4.07 (m, 1H); 4.16 (m, 1H). 
The starting material was prepared as follows: 

(2S,4SH-(4-Nitrobergyloxycart>onyl^ 
tate. 

To a solution of (2S,4SH-(4-nitrobenzyloxycartx>ntf (1.83 g, 5 mmol) 

in chloroform (50 ml) were added EEDQ (1.35 g, 5.5. mmol) and ethyl 2-amino-1,3,4-thiadiazol-5-carboxylate 
(G. Weber and F Maggio, Ann. Chim. (Rome) 49, 2124 (1959); CA 54 16648d). After 1 hour at ambient tem- 
perature the solvent was evaporated, th residue mixed with ethanol (5 ml) and diethyl ether (50 ml) to giv 
the title compound as a crystaliin solid (1-90 g, 73%). 

NMR: 5 1.35 (td, 3H); 1.95~(m, 1H); 2.33 (d, 1H); 2.80 (m, 1H); 3.40 (m, 1H); 3.97-4.11 (m, 2H); 4.40 (q, 2H); 
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4.64 (m, 1H); 5.00-5.29 (m, 2H); 7.42 (d, 1H); 7.65 (d, 1H); 7.97 (d, 1H); 8.24 (d, 1H). 

(2S,4S)-1-(4*Nttrobenzyloxycartx)nyl)-2-(5-cartx)x^ 

To a suspension of (2S,4S)-1-(4-nitrobenzyfoxycaA^ 
moyl ) pyrrol id in-4-ylthioacetate in water (2.0 ml) was added, at ambient temperature, a 1M aqueous solution 
of sodium hydroxide (8 ml). After the addition the reaction mixture was neutralised with acetic acid (0.5 ml) 
and purified by subjecting to chromatography on HP20SS resin with a gradient of acetonitrile (0.35%) in water. 
Freeze drying gave the title compound as a foam (0.89 g, 76%). 

NMR: 6 1.89 (m, 1H); 2.76 (m, 1H); 3.25-3.43 (m t 2H); 4.01 (m, 1H); 4.56 (m, 1H); 5.06-5.25 (m, 2H); 7.44 (d, 
1H); 7.66 (d, 1H); 8.01 (d ( 1H); 8.24 (d, 1H). ^ - 

Ally! (1 R,5S.6S t 8R t 2S , ,4S')-2-(1-(4-nitrobenzyloxycart)onyl)-2-(5-carboxy-1 t 3 t 4-thiadiazol-2-carbamoyl)pyr- 
rolidin-4-ylthio)-6-(1-hydroxyethyl)-1-methylcarbapenem-3-cart)oxyiate. 

To a solution of allyl (1R,5S,6S f 8R) 6-(1-hydroxyethyl)-1-methyl-2-diphenylphosphoryloxycart)apenem-3- 
carboxytate (0.8 g, 1.6 mmol) in DMF (10 ml) was added sequentially, at ambient temperature, N-diisopropy- 
lethylamine (1.2 ml, 6.9 mmol), (2S,4SH^4-nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl)-2^ 

moyl) pyrrolidin-4-ylthiol (0.72 g, 1.6 mmol), tri-n-butylphosphine (0.4 mi, 1.6 mmol) and 3 drops water. The 
reaction mixture was stirred for 2 hours at ambient temperature time and further purified by subjecting to chro- 
matography on HP20SS resin, using a gradient of acetonitrile (0-40%) in water. Freeze drying gave a mixture 
of the title compound and an impurity. This mixture was used in the de protection step. 

Example 4 

(1R,5S t 6S.8R.2'S,4'S)-2^2-(2-Carboxy-^ 
1-methylcarbapenem-3-carboxylic acid, disodium salt 

A solution of 4-nitrobenzyl (1R,5S,6S,8R,2*S,4 , S)-2-(1-(4-nitrobenzyloxyca^ 
dazol-4-ylcarbanrK)yl)-pyrrolidin-4-yithio)-6^ N-diisopro- 
pylethylamine salt (300 mg, 0.38 mmol) in a mixture of ethyl acetate (1 2 ml) and water (1 2 ml) was mixed with 
sodium hydrogen carbonate (110 mg, 1.3 mmol) and 10% palladium on charcoal (200 mg). The mixture was 
stirred under a hydrogen atmosphere (30 psi) for 30 minutes. The catalyst was filtered off, the organic phase 
discarded and the aqueous phase partially concentrated and purified by subjecting to reverse phase chroma- 
tography (Nucieosa C18, 3.5 x 20 cm) with water as eluant to give, after freeze drying, the title compound (57 
mg, 23%). 

NMR: 6 1.21 (d, 3H); 1.23 (d, 3H); 1.76 (m, 1H); 2.75 (m, 1H); 2.87 (m, 1H); 3.27 (dd, 1H); 3.45 (m, 1H); 3.45 

(m, 1H); 3.54 (m, 1H); 3.75 (m, 1H); 4.00-4.10 (m ( 2H); 4.22 (dd, 1H); 7.31 (s. 1H). 

MS (+ve FAB): 460 MKT 

The starting material was prepared as follows: 

4-Amino-1H-imidazol-2-carboxylic acid 

A solution of ethyl 4-amino-lH-imidazol-2-carboxylate (2.0 g, 12.9 mmol) (E. Gomez, C. Avendano and A. 
McKfllop, Tetrahedron 1986. 42, 2635) in ethanol (50 ml) and 1M aqueous sodium hydroxide (14 ml) was re- 
fluxed for 20 minutes. The reaction mixture was concentrated to 20 ml and the pH of the solution adjusted t 
5 with concentrated hydrogen chloride. The solid which precipitated, collected by filtration and washed with 
ethanol and ether to give the title compound (1.5 g, 32%). 
NHR:6 7.07 (s, 1H). 

(2S,4SH-(4-Nitrobenzyloxycart)onyl)^ 

To a solution of (2S,4SH-(4-nitrobenzyioxycartony1H~^ (1.83 g, 5 mmol) 

in chloroform (20 mi) was added EEDQ (1 .35 g, 5.5 mmol). Asolution of 4-amino-1 H-imidazol-2-carboxyiic acid 
(0.63 g, 5 mmol) and N-diisopropyf thyi amine in DMF (5 ml). The reaction mixture was stirred at ambient tem- 
perature overnight, th chloroform was vaporated and 1M aqueous sodium hydroxid was added to adjust 
thepHofth solution to1 1.5. After 1 h ur at ambient temperature, the solution was acidified to pH 5 with acetic 
acid. Th pure compound was obtained after subjecting to HP20SS resin chromatography with a gradient of 
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acetonitrfle (0-50%) in water containing 1% acetic acid and freeze drying (410 mg, 18%). 

NMR: 5 1.82 (m f 1H); 2.70 (m, 1H); 3.20-3.44 (m. 1H); 3.99 (m, 1H); 4.42 (m, 1H); 5.02-5.28 (m, 2H); 7.37 (s. 

1H); 7.76 (d, 1H); 7.66 (d, 1H); 7.95 (d. 1H); 8.27 (d, 1H). 

5 

4-Nitrobenzyl (1 R,5S,6S,8R, 2'S t 4'S)-2-(1-(4-nitrobenzyloxycartony1)-2-(2-<^trt)Oxy-1 H-imidazol-4-ylcarba- 

moyljpyrrol^^ 

salt 

10 To a solution of 4-nitrobenzyl (1 R,5S,6S,8R)-6-(1 -hydroxyethy1)-^methy1-2-diphenylphosphoryloxycarba- 

penem-3-carboxylate (600 mg, 1 mmol) in DMF (10 ml) was added sequentially, at ambient temperature, N- 
diisopropylethylamine (0.5 ml, 2.9 mmol) and (2S,4S)-1-(4wiforobenzy1oxycart>ony1)-2^ 
zol-4-ylcarbamoy1)-pyrrolidin-4-ylthio (400 mg, 0.9 mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred at ambient tem- 
perature for 2 hours and purified by subjecting to chromatography on HP20SS resin with a gradient of aceto- 

15 nitrile (0-45%) in water. Partial evaporation of the solvents and freeze drying gave the title compound (300 
mg, 38%). 

NMR: 5 1.17 (d, 3H); 1.18 (d, 3H); 1.24 (m, 9H); 1.84 (m, 1H); 2.78 (m, 1H); 3.13 (q. 2H); 3.25-3.42 (m, 2H); 
3.56-3.67 (m, 3H); 3.8&-4.03 (m, 2H); 4.09-4.30 (m, 2H); 4.49 (td ( 1H); 5.04-5.47 (m, 4H); 7.27 (d, 1H); 7.47 
(d, 1H); 7.59 (d, 1H); 7.67 (d, 1H); 7.70 (d, 1H); 7.96 (d, 1H); 8.16-8.26 (m, 3H). 

20 

Example 5 

(1R t 5S,6S,8R,2'S,4'S)-2-(2-(2-Carboxy^ 
thylcarbapenem-3-carboxylic acid. 

25 

A solution of 4-nitrobenzyl (1R,5S,6S,8R t 2'S,4 , S)-2-(1-(4-nitrobenz^ 
lylcarbanrroyl)pyrro!Win-4-yltt^ (250 mg, 0.32 mmol) 

in ethyl acetate (10 ml) and water (10 ml) with K 2 C0 3 (0.075 g, 0.75 mmol) was hydrogenated at atmospheric 
pressure with Pd/carbon (1 0%, 0.2 g), the reaction being followed by HPLC. The mixture was filtered, the filtrate 
30 concentrated, and purified by preparative HPLC (C 18 Nucleosil), eluant water. The required fractions were col- 
lected, concentrated and freeze dried to give the title product (84 mg, 48%). 

NMR: 5 1.15 (2d, 6H); 1.75 (m, 1H); 2.65 (m, 1H); 2.82 (dd, 1H); 3.2 (dd, 1H); 3.3-3.5 (m, 2H); 3.65 (m, 1H); 
3.85-4.02 (m, 2H); 4.15 (dd, 1H); 6.78 (a, 1H); 7.24 (s, 1H). 
The starting material was prepared as follows: 

35 

4-Amino-2-pyrrolecarboxylic acid . 

4-Nitro-2-pyrrolecarboxylic acid (0.5 g, 3.2 mmol) in ethanol (10 ml) and water (20 ml) was hydrogenated 
over Pd/carbon (10%, 100 mg) at atmospheric pressure. After two hours the reaction was over, the catalyst 
40 was filtered off over diatomaceous earth, and the ethanol evaporated; the resulting aqueous solution was 
freeze dried to give the title compound (0.35 g, 88%). 
NMR (DMSO-d 6 ) 6 6.13 (s, 1H); 6.28 (s, 1H). 

(2S,4S)-1-(4-Nitrobenzyloxycartx)nyl)-2-(2-cartx)xy-4-pyrrolyl^ 

45 

(2S,4SH-(4-Nitrobenzyloxycarbonyl)-4-ac (1 g, 2.72 mmol) was solubfl- 

ized, at ambient temperature, in CH2CI2 (5 ml) in the presence of thionyl chloride (1 ml, 13.7 mmol) and DMF 
(15 uJ). The mixture was stirred for 4 hours, at ambient temperature, the solvent evaporated, the residual oil 
dissolved in Ch^Cl^toluene 1/1 (10 ml) and evaporated and dried under high vacuum for 1 hour. The residue 

so was then solubilized in CH 2 CI 2 (10 ml). This solution was added to a cold solution (0°C) of 4-amino-2-pyrrole- 
carboxylic acid (0.37 g t 2.7 mmol), diisopropylethylamine (1.4 ml, 11.03 mmol) and trimethylsilyl chloride (1.9 
ml, 10.93 mmol) in CH 2 CI 2 (anhydrous, 40 ml), and the mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 2 hours. 
The solvent was evaporated, the residue dissolved in 2M hydrochloric acid, extracted with ethyl acetate, th 
organic phase washed with water (three times), driecf and filtered to give a solid which was purified by sub- 

55 jecting t HP20SS chromatography (230 ml), using CH 3 CN/H 2 0/ACOH (50/50/1 ) as eluant The required frac- 
tions wer collected and freeze dried to give the titl product (0.6 g, 47%). 

NMR (DMSO-de) 8 1.88 (m, 1H); 2.32 (s. 3H); 2.7 (m, 1H); 3.35 (m, 1H); 3.88-4.12 (m, 2H); 4.38 (m, 1H); 5.0- 
5.32 (m, 2H); 6.65 (s, 1H); 7.18 (m, 1H); 7.49 (d, 1H); 7.66 (d. 1H); 7.96 (d. 1H); 8.24 (d, 1H). 
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4-Nitrobenzyl(1R t 5R,6S,8K2 , S t 4 , S^ 

rolidin-4-ylthi )-6-(1 -hydroxy thylH-rnethylcafftapenem-3-carboxylate. 

(2S/4S)-1-(4-Nitrobenzy!oxycarbonyl)-2^ (0.33 
g, 0.69 mmol) in methanol (20 ml) was treated with (1 .15 ml, 1 .1 5 mmol) at ambient temperature. After 1 hour 
the mixture was evaporated, acidified with 2M hydrochloric acid, saturated with ethyl acetate, washed with 
water (three times), dried over MgS0 4 , filtered and evaporated to give a yellow foam. The crude thiol thus ob- 
tained was solubilized in CH 3 CN (5 ml) and reacted with 4-nitrobenzyl (1 R,5R ( 6S,8R)-6-(1-hydroxyethy1-1-me- 
thyl-2-<liphenylphosphoryloxycarbapenem-3-carboxylate (0.4 g, 0.673 mmol) in CH 3 CN (5 ml), diisopropyle- 
thylamine (0.265 ml, 1.63 mmol), tri-n-butyl-phosphine (0.035 ml, 0.14 mmol) and water 3 uJ, 0.16 mmol) for 
1 hour at ambient temperature, overnight at 4°C. The reaction product was purified by subjecting to HP20SS 
chromatography (100 ml) using CH 3 CH/H 2 0 (40/60) with a gradient of CH 3 CN as the eluant, to give the title 
compound after concentration and freeze drying of the required fractions. (0.26 g, 50%). 
NMR: S 1.81 (2d f 6H); 1.88 (m, 1H); 3.4 (m, 1H); 3.85-4.07 (m, 2H); 4.21 (m, 1H); 4.5-4.6 (m, 2H); 4.6-5.12 (m, 
2H); 5.7 (d, 1H); 5.8-5.98 (m, 3H); 6.05 (d, 1H); 7.31 (s, 1H); 7.85 (m, 1H); 8.12 (d, 1H); 8.25-8.39 (m. 3H); 
8.58 (d, 1H); 8.78-8.91 (m, 3H). 



Claims 

1 . A compound of the formula (I): 




wherein: 

R 1 is 1-hydroxyethyl, 1-fluoroethyl or hydroxymethyl; 
R 2 is hydrogen or C^alkyl; 
R 3 is hydrogen or C^alkyi; 

A is a 5-membered heteroaryl ring containing one nitrogen atom and up to two additional heteroa- 
toms selected from nitrogen, oxygen and sulphur and is bonded to the nitrogen of the linking carbamoyl 
group by a carbon atom in the ring, is substituted with the carboxy group on a carbon atom in the ring 
and is optionally further substituted on a carbon atom in the ring by halo, cyano, C^aJkyl, nitro, hydroxy, 
carboxy, C^alkoxy, trifluoromethyl, C^aJkoxycarbonyl, amino, C^alkylamino, di-C^alkylamino, 
C 1 ^ i alkylS(0) n - (wherein n is 0-2), C^alkanoylamino, C1-4alkanoyi(h4-C 1 ^ t alkyi)amino, carbamoyl, 
C^alkylcarbamoyl or di-C^alkylcarbamoyi; and 
in any ring -NH-, H is optionally replaced by C^alkyl; 
or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt or in vivo hydrolysable ester thereof; 

2. A compound according to daim 1 wherein R 2 is methyl. 

3. A compound according to claim 1 wherein R 1 is 1-hydroxyethyl. 

4. A compound according to either claim 1 or claim 2 of the formula (IV): 
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wherein A, R 3 , and optional substttuents on A are as defined in claim 1 . 

A compound according to claim 4 wherein optional substituents on A are selected from halo, cyano, Chalky), 
nitro, hydroxy, carboxy, C^alkoxy, carbamoyl, amino and trifluoromethyl. 

A compound according to claim 1 which is 

(1 R t 5S,6S l 8R,2 > S,4'S)-2-(2-(5-cato^ 4-yithio)-6-(1-hyclroxyethy1)-1 - 

methylcarbapenem-3-carboxylic acid; 

(1 R ( 5S t 6S3R,2'S f 4'S>-2^2-(2^rtx)xy.1 H-imidazol^ylcarbamoyl)-py^ 
1-methytcarbapenenv3-carboxylic acid; 

(1R f 5S,6S,8R t 2 , S ( 4 , S>-2-(2-(2-carboxypyrrol-4-ylcarbamoyl)pyrrolidin- 4-ylthio)-6-(1-hydroxyethyl)-1- 
methyicarbapenem-3-carboxylic acid; 
(1R ( 5S,6S,8R f ZS f 4 , S>-2-(2-(4-cart>oxythiazol-2-yicaftan^ 
thylcarbapenem-3-carboxylic acid; and 

(1 R,5S I 6S,8R,2 , S t 4'S)-2-(2-(5-carbQxy-1 ,3,4-t hiadiazol-2-ylcarbamoyl)-pyrrolidin-4-ylthio)-6-(1 -hydroxye- 
thyl)-1-methylcarbapenem-3 carboxylic acid; 
and pharmaceutical ly acceptable salt thereof. 

A pharmaceutical composition which comprises a compound according to any one of claims 1 to 6 and a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 

A process for preparing a compound according to claim 1 which comprises deprotecting a compound of 
the formula (V): 



wherein R 2 is as defined in claim 1 ; R 10 is a group R 3 (as defined in claim 1) or an amino protecting group; 
R 13 is a group R 1 (as defined in claim 1), protected hydroxymethyl or 1 -(protected hydroxy)ethyl; R" is 
hydrogen or a carboxy protecting group; R 12 is hydrogen or an amino protecting group; A is as defined in 
claim 1; 

R 18 is a carboxy group or a protected carboxy group and wherein any optional substituent on A is as defined 
in claim 1 and is optionally protected; and wherein at least one protecting group is present; and thereinafter 
if necessary; 

(0 forming a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt 

(ii) esterif ying to form an in vivo hydrolysable ester. 

A process for preparing a compound according to claim 1 or a compound of the formula (V) as defined 
in claim 8 which comprises: 

a) reacting compounds of the formula (VI) and (VII): 




55 
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(VI) 



US 




wherein A, R 2 R 10 R 11 ( R 12 R 13 and R 18 are as defined in claim 8, optional substituents on A are as 
defined in claim 8 and L is a leaving group, or 
b) cycfising a compound of the formula (VIII): 



A, R 2 R 10 , R 11 , R 12 , R 13 and R 18 are as defined in claim 8, optional substituents on A are as defined in 
claim 8 and R 14 , R 1S and R 16 are independently selected from C^lkoxy, aryioxy, di-C lJ6 alkylamino 
and diarylamino or any two of R u -R 16 represent o-phenylenedioxy or one of R 14 -R 16 is C^alkyl, allyl, 
benzyl or phenyl and the other two values are independently selected from C^alkyl, trifluoromethyl 
or phenyl, wherein any phenyl group is optionally substituted with C^alkyi or C^lkoxy; and wherein 
any functional group is optionally protected and thereinafter if necessary: 

(i) removing any protecting groups; 

(ii) forming a pharmaceutically acceptable salt; 

(iii) esterifying to form an in vivo hydrolysable ester. 

A compound of the formula (V) as defined in claim 8, of the formula (VII) or (VIII) as defined in claim 9, 
or of the formula (IX), (XII) or (XIV): 




Co.,*" 



(VIII) 





(IX) 
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O 

wherein A, R 2 , R 1( *-R 13 and R 18 are as defined in claim 8 and R 17 is a protecting group. 
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